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Further Observations on the Treatment of Human Cancer with 
Intravenous Injections of Colloidal Copper.— Loeb, Lyon, McClurg, 
and Sweek {Interstate Med. Jour., 1913, x.\, 9) report a further series 
of 19 cases of human cancer treated with repeated injections of colloidal 
copper. Rapidly growing tumors which lead to extensive metastases 
in the internal organs are not amenable to this treatment. In a large 
number of cases the effect of the injections gradually decrease. This 
method, however, causes a gradual although partial retrogression of 
the large majority of inoperable cancers, provided they have not 
readied the final stage of the disease. However, they believe that 
the method is too slow in its action to render probable a cure except in 
a few cases. They say in addition that it is too early to predict the 
ultimate fate of the patients who are now under treatment. 

Pneumothorax Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.—\. Jacjik 
(H’rin. mcd. Roc*., 1913, lxiii, 379) gives the following as necessary 
conditions liefore inducing artificial pneumothorax for therapeutic 
purposes: (1) Good motility of the chest wall that above all should 
not lie adherent to the apex of the lung. Adhesions at the base do 
not prevent the desired compression of the diseased lung. Pain during 
the injection is a symptom of the presence of adhesions. (2) It is 
necessary that the cavity walls be thin and compressible. If the walls 
are fixed the method is of no use. (3) A good heart action. The 
author says that this therapy is especially indicated when there are 
a number of cavities of greater or smaller size on one side with few 
adhesions, anil on the other side only slight infiltration or an apical 
lesion. The treament is also indicated in any disseminated unilateral 
tuberculosis. Persistent hemoptysis is also an indication when one 
knows the bleeding side. Jagie has also seen good results obtained 
in tuberculosis of the larynx where the lienefit derived was probably 
due to its good effect upon the cough. Intestinal tuberculosis and 
amyloid degeneration are contraindications to the treatment. Tuber¬ 
culous pleurisy is a problematical indication for the treatment. The 
best age for the treatment is from fifteen to thirty-five years, but 
this procedure can also lie utilized in tuberculosis of children. 

Benzol Treatment of Leukemia.— Neumann ( Therapied . (icgcnunrt, 
1913, liv, 56) reports a case of leukemia that improved remarkably 
after a course of thirty-six days’ treatment with benzol. He followed 
Koranvi’s directions, giving at first one 0.5 gin. capsule of benzol 
twice a day and increasing the dose to two capsules of 0.;> gm. each 
four times a day. Soon after the end of the benzol course the patient 
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developed fever and diarrhea, with repeated epistaxis and hemorrhaeic 
stomatitis and rhinitis, and died thirty-nine days after the discon¬ 
tinuance of the benzol. Neumann states that the bone-marrow find¬ 
ings resembled those found by Selling in benzol-poisoned rabbits. The 
benzol used is not specific:! by Neumann, and Selling thought that the 
toxic action of the benzol used in his experiments was probably due 
to anil in present in the benzol as an impurity. Neumann believes 
that benzol is a very effectual remedy for leukemia, but its use requires 
great caution. He thinks that it should be discontinued as soon as 
a distinct tendency to improvement begins. 


The Emetin Treatment of Amebic Dysentery.— Allan (Jour 
.l"»;r. J/«/. .W, 1913, lx, (Slid) says that for a number of rears! 
English physicians working in India have maintained that ipecac is 
the best remedy for amebic dysentery, and within the past few years 
the American profession has largely come to agree with them! In 
.March, 1911, Vedder, working in Manila, published his findings that 
a nuidextract of ipecac would kill ainebie in cultures in dilutions as 
high as 1 to 200,000. The next year Rogers in Calcutta found that 
emetin hydrochloric! killed ainehie in stools in dilutions of 1 to 100,000 
and began the use of this salt hypodermically in cases of amebic dvs- 
enterv. His brilliant results led Allan to try this method of treatment 
and he reports two eases of amebic dysentery in detail that were 
promptly cured by subcutaneous injections of"emetin hydrochlorid. 


Induced Pneumothorax in the Treatment of Pulmonary Disease.— 

IIamman and Sloan (Bull. John* Hopkins I/osp., 1913, xxiv, 53) 
1 escribe the history of the production of artificial pneumothorax for 
the treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis, the proper selection of 
cases for this treatment, the different methods, of which two are 
mainly in use, llrauer’s method by incision down to the pleura and 
rorlunini s puncture method. Hnmman and Sloan prefer the latter 
method. Ihey give in detail their method of inducing pneumothorax. 
Ihe chief dangers attending induced pneumothorax are two—infection 
and air embolism. Air embolism is the more important complication 
and lias followed attempts to produce pneumothorax only upon the 
injection of gas in the absence of satisfactory evidence that the needle 
is in the pleural cavity. The whole procedure of producing and 
maintaining pneumothorax should be guided by the manometer, and 
the authors give very valuable data regarding the information given 
by the manometer. IIamman and Sloan’s conclusions are as follows: 

Induced pneumothorax is a harmless procedure and the operation 
carefully performed, is without danger. (2) In 3 out of 20 cases it 
was impossible to produce any pulmonary collapse owing to general 
pleural adhesions. (3) Of 10 cases in which pneumothorax was suc¬ 
cessfully produced in hut 7 was the pneumothorax complete. (4) Of 
p cascs pneumothorax existing for four months or 

longer, 4 have developed pleurisy with effusion. (5) The pneumo¬ 
thorax has, in most instances, an immediate and striking influence 
upon the cough and expectoration, tubercle bacilli may disappear from 
the sputum. (0) Constitutional symptoms abate more slowly. In 
most instances there is at first a loss in weight followed by a gradual 
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rise. (7) The total collapse of one lung causes surprisingly little 
inconvenience. Usually there is but slight dyspnea on exertion. 
Many of the patients with an induced pneumothorax assist actively 
in the work about the sanatorium. (8) The procedure is of great 
value in the treatment of pulmonary hemorrhage. (9) While induced 
pneumothorax will never become a routine method for the treatment 
of pulmonary tuberculosis, still in selected cases it offers a prospect of 
temporary and permanent relief when the usual methods of treatment 
have been unsuccessfully tried. Quiescent lesions in one lung with 
acute recrudescence in the other arc the most favorable for the treat¬ 
ment. Its use need by no means be limited to strictly unilateral 
lesions, but when there is advanced disease of both lungs little benefit 
can be expected. It would seem advisable not to withhold the treat¬ 
ment until the patient is hopelessly advanced, but to apply it judic¬ 
iously to suitable moderately advanced patients in whom the disease 
tends to progress in spite of appropriate treatment. The article is a 
valuable one and should be consulted for details of the procedure. 


Experiences with Induced Pneumothorax.— Van den Bergii, de 
Youg and Schut (Be it rage z. Min. d. TuberIrulosc, 1913, xxvi, 47.) 
report 13 cases where pneumonothorax was produced for therapeutic 
purposes in pulmonary tuberculosis. They believe that this procedure 
should he restricted to cases of severe pulmonary tuberculosis when 
the lesion is chiefly or entirely unilateral and should be used in these 
cases only when the ordinary methods of treatment have failed to 
benefit. There is danger of increasing or making more active a slight 
tuberculosis of the opposite side and this danger must be taken into 
consideration. This result occurred in some of the cases reported, 
and in 2 it was confirmed by autopsy. The direct dangers of the 
operation, chiefly air embolism and injuries to the lung, are very slight 
with good technique. A marked effusion should be partly withdrawn 
before inducing pneumothorax or afterward, in maintaining the 
pneumothorax. An artificial pneumothorax should only be induced 
by an expert, preferably in a hospital where advantage may be taken 
of Rontgcn-ray examinations. As to the choice of methods for 
producing the pneumothorax they believe that the puncture method 
of Forlanini should have the preference over the incision method of 
Brauer. 


Benzol In Leukemia.—W achtel (Deutsch. Med. Woeh., 1913, xxxix, 
307) reports 2 cases of leukemia where he gave benzol. The first was 
a case of severe myeloid leukemia and he was obliged to stop the 
benzol after the third day, as albumin appeared in the urine. The 
second case showed marked improvement under 3 gm. of benzol 
given daily. In the first two weeks the improvement was apparent 
only in a return to a normal temperature and an improved general 
condition. In the fourth week the leukocytes dropped from 102,000 
to 37.CC0. In the first three weeks the mononuclears predominated, 
but after this the myelocytes decreased and the polvnuclears increased, 
and the spleen returned to normal size. A blood examination made 
four weeks after the benzol had been discontinued showed a hemo¬ 
globin percentage of 7S; red blood cells, 4,200,000; white blood cells, 
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c™t°ivmnhniv! S ° P ',' r ,"' nt - " Crt ' P-'ynuoloar neutropliilcs, 12 per 
f l Tl'T" eac , h “f eosinophilic and neutrophilic 

mj aocy'es. I lie fact that the hemoglobin percentage and the number 
reds increased tvhdc under the benzol treat,nentU especially'note^ 
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Tubercnlous Infection in ChUdren.-Antir uf. Hescbe (Dcl,ch 
” '?■ 1913. wxix. 432) reporta an interesting i.n^tigat „ to 

; etennme the percentage of tubercnlous infection in children ™„" 
u V JlT fr °"! ,ht ' " H ' scnUT 'C. bronchial, and cervical glands of 
J,, " coming to autopsy was injected into guinea-pics and 

ral»b.t.s, and the results studied and followed out. In 2S of tluse 
j iddren tuberculoses ",Ls the cause of death. In I I i, was discovered 
.tent at autopsy. In 10 cases only "latent bacilli” were found in’ 

the nT'Ihil'lr K T,' lu >Cr<;ulous inft-ction was proved in .’,2 of 
' hlldr ™\ 7 ! C P l ' rct ‘ nta K e of infection rose proportionately 

iu.I, the age period, from one to fifteen years. I„ ,h c greater per- 
lantage of lymphatic tuberculosis the condition was found widespread 
and general throughout the body. In J.ii of the positive case!, the 
bacillus was found to be of the human type, proving that the greater 

brinVlif ■! , "ca TC " h" S , C,li ! ,,rcn tl ‘>- infection from human 

Hungs In .! cases the bovine type of bacillus was isolated, and I 
tasc showed both the human and bovine tvpc. This investigation 
was made in the city of Christiania, and apparently shows that from 

aVdMTalan™ KS ^ . .. — 

incubation period m an epidemic of anterior poliomyelitis in Sweden 
lie also attempted to trace the method of infection,"cspeciallv in two 
['l " ? 1 c '? se| y assiicmted m which (i children were afflicted". From 
Ins sines of cases Sclioug determines the average period of incubation 
to be about four days. As the infectious element exists in the Ido,,' 
as well as m the secretion from mucous membranes, the transmission 
of the disease is made possible through blood-sucking insects as well 

IT, ; ,r hIr^nT,mi V "* W^riSSiS 

i »." tHlen a large nunilier of cast's occur in winter, when the stimrine 
!• 13 not m e'idence. To accuse the fly, therefore, one would haw 
minr,Ti’ l‘ :r t" 8 , . ncub “ t, '< m l*"™ 1 - His inv<suigations do not 
nor Vl -, b ““ " SUck T 8 , ! nse !" ts for tlle dissemination of the disease 
nor did it seem probable that tile horse-fly could have caused the 



